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Cultural heritage can be found in:Cultural heritage can be found in:
••LibrariesLibraries
••MuseumsMuseums

••Historic buildingsHistoric buildings
••City archivesCity archives••MuseumsMuseums

••Historical societiesHistorical societies
••MonumentsMonuments

••City archivesCity archives
••ZoosZoos
••ArboretaArboreta







American museums, American museums, 
libraries, archives, libraries, archives, 
historical societies, historical societies, 
and scientific researchand scientific researchand scientific research and scientific research 
organizations are organizations are 
visitedvisited 2.5 billion2.5 billionvisited visited 2.5 billion2.5 billion
times a year.times a year.

Over Over 4.8 billion4.8 billion artifacts are held in the artifacts are held in the 
bli t t b thbli t t b th 30 00030 000 lt llt lpublic trust by more than public trust by more than 30,00030,000 cultural cultural 

heritage institutions in the U.S.heritage institutions in the U.S.



80%80% f lt l h it i tit ti if lt l h it i tit ti i
Did you know?Did you know?
80%80% of cultural heritage institutions in of cultural heritage institutions in 
the US do the US do notnot have an emergency have an emergency 
plan with staff trained to carry it outplan with staff trained to carry it outplan with staff trained to carry it out.plan with staff trained to carry it out.



Institutions Institutions with with No Emergency Plan No Emergency Plan with with Staff Staff 
Trained to Carry It Trained to Carry It OutOut
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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Who are Who are 
Emergency Responders?Emergency Responders?g y pg y p
State emergency management
Local emergency management

Federal Emergency Management AgencyFederal Emergency Management Agency
Firefighters

Law Enforcement
E M di l T h i iEmergency Medical Technicians

National Guard



Collections are vulnerable, valuable, and sometimes irreplaceable.Collections are vulnerable, valuable, and sometimes irreplaceable.





Knowledge is power!Knowledge is power!
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There are official systems in place. There are official systems in place. 

Emergency Operations Center

y py p
Find where you fit.  Learn the lingo.Find where you fit.  Learn the lingo.

Emergency Operations Center
Incident Command System

CERT…COOP…EOC…GIS…ICS…JFO…MOU…NCH…NIMS…NIPP...PNP…NDRF… 



Emergency professionals can Emergency professionals can 
help you develop realistic planshelp you develop realistic planshelp you develop realistic plans. help you develop realistic plans. 



The Power of PartnershipsThe Power of Partnershipspp
www.heritagepreservation.org/AfR



Activities of current networksActivities of current networksActivities of current networksActivities of current networks

Atlanta established a local listserv that includes 
emergency responders; sponsored ICS trainingemergency responders; sponsored ICS training
Boston developed an annex to the state’s emergency 
management plan for the protection of cultural and 
historical resources; has a seat at the EOC
New York City participated in OEM conference calls to get 

d t th it ’ ti d i H i Iupdates on the city’s actions during Hurricane Irene
Philadelphia has encouraged over 100 cultural 
institutions to sign up to receive incident advisoriesinstitutions to sign up to receive incident advisories
Pittsburgh hosted a tabletop disaster exercise conducted 
by emergency professionalsy g y p



Activities of current networksActivities of current networksActivities of current networksActivities of current networks

Raleigh manages a disaster response hotline for cultural 
institutions in the Triangle Areainstitutions in the Triangle Area 
Savannah used the Risk Prioritization Worksheet from 
HP’s Risk Evaluation and Planning Program (REPP) to 
evaluate the level of risk that Savannah’s cultural 
institutions face
S ttl h d t d d l t l id tSeattle has adapted a model mutual aid agreement;       
all local institutions that join are expected to have an 
institutional disaster planinstitutional disaster plan 
Vermont served as an information gathering‐and‐sharing 
resource for cultural institutions affected by the flooding



Wish list of current networksWish list of current networksWish list of current networksWish list of current networks

The inclusion of cultural resources in local emergency 
management planningmanagement planning
A seat for the cultural heritage community at the state 
Emergency Operations Center
Official credentialing of cultural heritage professionals to 
enable access to disaster sites when safe to enter
Shared disaster supply caches
The development and dissemination of information 
resources for the cultural communityresources for the cultural community
Funding to maintain existing networks, offer training, and 
develop new resourcesdevelop new resources



Recovery AssistanceRecovery Assistance
www.heritagepreservation.org/programs/TFcurrentwww.heritagepreservation.org/programs/TFcurrentg p g/p g /g p g/p g /



Expert Advice Made EasyExpert Advice Made Easy
For cultural heritage:For cultural heritage:



Thank you!Thank you!

Lori FoleyLori Foley
Vice President of Emergency Programs

lfoley@heritagepreservation.orgy g p g
781.259.8652
202.233.0800


