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Dear:

Thank you for your inquiry. We are pleased to respond to your interest in Save Outdoor Sculpture! (SOS!) and ways in which adults, youth, and children can be involved.

The survey portion of SOS! is completed, thanks to 7000 people like yourself who reported on public sculpture in their communities. To sample the 32,000 written descriptions, consult the Inventory of American Sculpture (www.siris.si.edu). You can call up sculptures from your town or state, by a particular artist or about a theme or subject. If you need assistance using the Internet access, or prefer making a telephone inquiry about sculpture, please call (202) 357-2941 (1-5 pm, Eastern Standard Time) to speak with staff from the Inventory of American Sculpture, Smithsonian American Art Museum. 

From the volunteers’ survey, we know that roughly 50% of America’s collection of public sculpture is endangered, 10% urgently. What can be done to right that wrong? Who can be enlisted to help?

Children have been involved in SOS! programs in so many ways: 

1. In school and troop settings, teachers and leaders have used public sculpture with great imagination. They created experiences for kids in art making, career and preservation awareness, science and history. See the enclosed SOS! Update newsletters (Winter 1995; Spring 1998; Spring 2000, pp.15-19; Fall 2000).   

2. Our Girl Scout patch is available to all girls, regardless of age, working as a troop or individually. The patch and suggested activities are described in the enclosed Girl Scout newsletter (SOS! Update, Girl Scouts, Special Issue). Those activities are adaptable for Boy Scouts and non-scouts as well.

3. Our website for kids (www.heritagepreservation.org) opens up the world of sculpture in a kid-friendly way.

4. “Outdoor Sculpture Comes into the Classroom” suggests science and art activities for grades K-6.

Related classroom resources are also available:

1. Public Sculpture: America’s Legacy, see Crystal Productions flyer (both sides).

2. I Am a Sculpture, (see Arts Commission of Greater Toledo flyer, both sides).
In addition to being central to projects with youth, adults on their own have provided outstanding leadership to projects to save or increase appreciation of their town’s sculpture and monuments. See the stories about what others have done!

1. SOS! Update (Summer 1995, p. 6; Fall 1997, p. 7; Fall 1998, pp. 4-10)

2. Sculpture Day (SOS! Update, Spring 2000 insert; Fall 2000, p. 17)

3. Regular maintenance of outdoor sculpture is absolutely key to whether or not a community should undertake costs of conservation of their monuments. The SOS! TLC Maintenance Program matched conservation professionals with paid and unpaid people to do simple maintenance at the ground level. Although our program is completed, we are available to talk about our effort and discuss how your town might maintain its artworks. (SOS! Update, Fall 1999, pp. 12-13)

4. Our noncompetitive SOS! Assessment Awards can be cosponsored by a school, troop or community group. That award will bring to town a conservation professional to give your sculpture a health check up, recommend a conservation program, including maintenance, and estimate the cost of repairs. (SOS! Update, Fall 1999, 4-5, 25)

Intended for young readers, these books intelligently explain the making of stone and metal sculptures for all ages:

· Rushmore, Lynn Curlee, Scholastic Press, 1999

· Liberty, Lynn Curlee, Simon & Schuster, 2000

· Eyewitness Art, Sculpture, Mary-Jane Opie, Dorling Kindersley Publishing, 1994.

· Shaping a President, Kelli Peduzzi, Millbrook Press, 1997

To brainstorm about your ideas and ways to respond to your community’s needs, please call us.

Sincerely yours,

Susan Nichols

Director

(snichols@heritagepreservation.org)
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